1. Past: Historical Background and Key Events
Milestone Events:

o

1916 — Women'’s suffrage in Manitoba

The first province in Canada to grant women the right to vote, driven by the
Political Equality League led by Nellie McClung

Source:

https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/timeline/womens-suffrage-in-the-wes
t:~:text=Nellie % 20McClung%2C%20E..the % 20Manitoba%20Direct%20L egislati
on%20League.

1969 — Decriminalization of homosexuality

The Trudeau government passed legislation declaring “the state has no place in
the bedrooms of the nation”

Source:
https.//www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/the-1969-amendment-and-the
-de-criminalization-of-homosexuality

2005 - Legalization of same-sex marriage

Canada became the fourth country in the world to legalize same-sex marriage
nationwide

Source:

#:~ text The%20federal%20C/V//%20Marr/age%20Act,have%20recogn/zed%20
ame%2Dsex%20marriages.

2. Key Figures:

o

o

Nellie McClung: Leader of the women’s suffrage movement
Pierre Trudeau: Prime Minister who championed social-liberal reforms

3. Present: Current Challenges and Data

o

Surge in hate crimes

In 2021, hate crimes targeting sexual orientation increased by 64% (Statistics
Canada)

Source:

https://www150. n.gc.ca/n1/daily- idien/230322/dq230322a-eng.htm
Debates over education policy

New Brunswick requires parental consent for students to change their pronouns
at school

Source:

https.//arpacanada.ca/articles/new-brunswick-reverts-school-policy-back-to-keepi
ng-secrets-from-parents/#:~:text=A%20political%20reversal%20in%20late,at% 20

school%20without%20parental%20consent.

Mental health crisis

2SLGBTQIA+ youth are four times more likely to experience suicidal ideation
than their non-LGBTQ+ peers

Source:

https://www.thetrevorproject.org/resources/article/facts-about-Igbtq-youth-suicide/
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o Barriers to healthcare
Transgender individuals face waits of over 12 months for hormone therapy
Source:htips.//www.rainbowhealthontario.ca/
4. Future: Recommendations for Action
o Educational reform
m Integrate gender-diversity education into the K—12 curriculum
m Teacher-training program: Egale Canada’s “Safe Schools” model
o Strengthen legal protections
m At the federal level, explicitly include “gender identity” under the Canadian
Human Rights Act
Reference: hiips:
o Optimize healthcare system
m Establish transgender health centres (e.g., Rainbow Health Ontario
model)
m Reduce wait times to within 3 months
o Community support networks
m Fund youth shelters (PFLAG Canada model)
Source:https:/pflagcanada.ca/
5. Action Plan as Prime Minister
o Legislative priorities
Amend Section 15 of the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms to explicitly
protect gender identity
o Interdepartmental task force
Ministries of Education and Health to jointly develop campus-safety standards
o Financial investments
Allocate CAD 500 million annually to:
m  Community-organization funding (40%)
m Healthcare training (30%)
m Hate-crime enforcement (30%)
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